
 

Backgrounder: What is Asia Competence? 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is Asia competence 

important? 
As Asia becomes more and more central to 

the global political and economic order, we 

should expect that:  

 Governments will increase the number 

of personnel dedicated to building and 

managing political and economic 

relations with Asia;  

 Businesses will expand into Asian 

markets or incorporate Asia into their 

global production chains; 

 Ordinary citizens will want more 

information about how Asia impacts 

their investments, what career choices 

they make, and what their children 

should study in school. 

Am I Asia competent? 
Asia competency is more than just knowing about Asia; it 

is the ability to take that knowledge and apply it in a real-

life, day-to-day setting. 

Being of Asian descent or having spent time in Asia does 

not automatically guarantee Asia competence. Instead, it 

depends on the quality of interaction, engagement and 

experience with Asia. 

The foundation for Asia competency is: 

 

The ability to use these skills and knowledge in a 
professional , social , formal and informal settings be it in 

Canada or Asia.

Familiarity with 
the way Asia’s 
social, political 
and economic 
systems work

Understanding  
Asian 

cultures, histories 
and societies

Ability to 
converse in one 
or more Asian 

languages

Sources: 
National Association of International Educators 

Statistics Canada 
Asia Society 

Did you know that a large number of 
Canadians claim an Asian language as their 

mother tongue? 
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Asian Language as a Mother 
Tongue in Canada

Punjabi Cantonese

Tagalog Mandarin

Did you know that it is increasingly important to learn 

an Asian language? 
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www.NationalConversationOnAsia.ca 
 

 

http://www.nafsa.org/_/File/_/global_competency_2.pdf
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-555a/pages/page.cfm?Lang=E&Geo=PR&Code=01&Table=1&Data=CountE&StartRec=1&Sort=3&Display=All&CSDFilter=5000
http://asiasociety.org/education/partnership-global-learning/making-case/what-global-competence

