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Trump’s Disinterest in Alliances and
Democratic Values

* Trump Tariffs hitting allies, “kindet” to Russia & China

* Causing uncertainty about Ukraine and Taiwan

Hegseth’s Asia tours were reassuring, but...

Trump seems keen to strike a “deal” with Xi

U.S. National Defense Strategy — reportedly focusing on the
Western Hemisphere

Trump told Takaichi not to provoke, after receiving Xi’s call




What Did Takaichi Say in Parliament?

* She did not say Japan will defend Taiwan in the event of
China’s military action — many incorrect media reports!

* She was asked what made a “survival-threatening
situation” regarding Taiwan

““a situation in which an armed attack against a foreign country that
has a close relationship with Japan occurs, and as a result, threatens
Japan's survival and poses a clear danger of fundamentally
overturning people's right to life, liberty and pursuit of happiness”




End Part of Takaichi’s Long Answers

“There could be a situation in which American forces
will go to break a blockade made by battleships, and
they get attacked”

“It could become a survival-threatening situation if
China uses military force to put Taiwan under control”

...Off-the-cuff remarks at the end of a long conversation




China Launches a Barrage of Measures

* Discouraging visits to Japan as tourists and students,
saying there’s an increase in attacks against the Chinese

* Suspending the import of aquatic products again

* Cancelling concerts, cultural events, student exchanges,
academic exchanges, etc., all of them

* Embarked on a world campaign to disgrace Japan — one
result: Myanmar criticized Japan using China’s wording




Threatening Language Used

“Filthy, poking head must be chopped off without hesitation”
(Consul-General in Osaka)

“Those who provoke will meet dire consequences” (Ministry of
State Security)

“If Japan intervened militarily, the whole country could become the
battlefield” (PLA Daily)

“UN charter allows members to use force on enemies of the United
Nations without the approval of the UNSC” (Embassy in Japan)




What Are China’s Aims?

* Exert pressure on Takaichi to restrict her remarks
and behaviour in the future

* Divide Japanese public opinion & weaken Takaichi’s
administration

* Divert people’s attention from domestic woes to an
external “enemy”




China’s External Policies

How does such behaviour fit in the structure of China’s
external policies and affect the stability in the Indo-Pacific?

Y¢Xi’s Central Strategov: win the competition with the US
gy P

“History indicates that a true world power is one that is both a
sea power and a land power. It is our important strategic
decision to proceed...to a nation that is both a sea power and a
land power...” (Xi’s speech to naval officers, May 2017)




Four Major Tactics in China’s Diplomacy

* Stabilise relations with the U.S.: achieved a truce with Trump 2.0
* Support Russia: contradictions exist, but both need each other

* Approach Eur, Japan, Canada, ROK, Australia, etc., and drive a
wedge b/n them & the U.S.: helped very much by Trump 2.0

* Win over the “Global South”: BRICS is expanding, Indonesia
joined, Malaysia, Thailand & Vietham became partner countries

— There are a number of dilemmas in China’s external policies




Whither Chinese Politics?

* An approach: look into 2 axes of Chinese politics:

a) horizontal axis (elite politics, power struggle)
b) vertical axis (CCP-mass relations)

What is the state of their stability?




Rumours of Faction Building

* Fujian clique, Zhejiang clique, Shandong clique...

(footnote: Why was 2558 excluded from the Drafting Small
Group of the 3 Plenum Decision?)

True or not is unknown. What’s known is that there
are rumours; that is, people have started to observe
elite politics with an image of the late Mao period




How Healthy/Unhealthy is Xi?
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Domestic Politics: the Vertical Axis
Lack of legitimacy — the fundamental weakness

* Top priority of the CCP and Xi: maintain the regime

* The CCP leaders know they lack the legitimacy to rule
Avoiding a colour revolution is Xi’s obsession

* People’s confidence was shaken by the “zero-COVID”
policy, and the economic downturn (back to 2019 — no
engine of growth) aggravated by demography




What is the Socio-economic Picture Today?

* “Patchy” (as always) — ‘light’ and ‘shadow’ coexist
Amazing developments in technology: EV, Al, space, bio, etc.

Low consumption, declining investment, trade war &
competition with the U.S., local government debt, private
enterprises squeezed, youth unemployment, etc.

—Some Chinese are bullish, others are pessimistic




Temptation of Diversionary Diplomacy

* Xi Jinping’s emphasis on national security

E.g. enactment & revision of the anti-espionage law
* Excessive contents of “patriotic education”

Not only in classrooms; allowing SNS clips go viral

Does the CCP need Japan as a “lightning rod” forever?

Can a “Boxer Rebellion” recur?




What Should Canada and Japan Do?

* Promote rule of law and principled multilateral order in
the Indo-Pacific

NB warn Global South that China’s idea to “promote an equal,
orderly multipolarity’ leads to big powers’ spheres of influence

* Increase members of CPTPP

Must promote free trade; economic blocs will lead to war
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