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It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the Eighth Annual
Meeting of the Asia Business Leaders Advisory Council (ABLAC)
here in Singapore. ABLAC plays a crucial role in fostering
dialogue and collaboration between Canadian and Asian
business leaders. This year’s theme, “Thriving in a Complex

World: Strengthening Canadian Business and Innovation

Through Partnerships in Asia,” highlights the importance of our

collective efforts to navigate the evolving global landscape.

Recent events have underscored the critical importance for Canada to diversify its trade
partnerships. The rapidly growing Indo-Pacific region will present Canadian businesses

with unparalleled opportunities for decades to come. Canada has already established strong
relationships with our friends and partners in this region, and our Indo-Pacific Strategy is
designed to build on this solid foundation to deepen our security, trade, innovation, and people-
to-people ties. The High Commission of Canada in Singapore is dedicated to supporting Canadian
businesses and innovators by providing the market intelligence and connections necessary to
thrive in this dynamic environment, and we rely on Canadian and Asian business leaders like you

to cultivate and expand our mutually beneficial trade and innovation links.

I look forward to hosting you at the Official Residence for the Welcome Reception, where we will
have the opportunity to connect and set the stage for a productive and insightful event. Together,

we can drive innovation and strengthen the ties that bind our economies.

Sincerely,

Jean-Dominique leraci

High Commissioner of Canada in Singapore



Dear ABLAC Members and Guests,

Thank you for joining us for the 2025 meeting of the Asia Business
Leaders Advisory Council (ABLAC).

As the new Asia Co-Chair and a proud Singaporean, it is my
pleasure to welcome all members and guests from Canada and

beyond to Singapore.

Our annual ABLAC gathering is an opportunity to exchange
insights, develop recommendations, and shape the future of
business engagement between Canada and Asia. The ideas and energy shared here are invaluable in

driving meaningful collaboration and changes.

Partnerships between Canada and Asia bring strategic economic and geopolitical benefits, which are
aligned with ABLAC 2025’s theme of “Thriving in a Complex World: Strengthening Canadian Business

and Innovation through Partnerships in Asia.”

Canada has been actively enhancing its presence in Southeast Asia, particularly in sectors like
renewable energy, technology, finance, and education. Singapore’s role as a financial and trade hub

in the region provides a strategic gateway for Canada’s Indo-Pacific strategy, bolstering supply chain
resilience, fostering economic growth through trade and investment, and advancing sustainability and

green initiatives in Asia.

Strengthening ties with Asia not only diversifies trade beyond traditional markets but also expands
access to fast-growing economies including India, Indonesia, Thailand, and Vietnam, especially in
today’s context of geopolitical uncertainty and shifting trade (and tariff) policies. At the same time,
Singapore and Asia can draw valuable lessons from Canada’s strengths and leadership in innovation,

sustainability, and inclusive economic policies.

At these ABLAC meetings, I hope to bring to the table the Asian insights, from business practices
and cultural nuances to connections with government-linked agencies and the private sector in Asia,
underpinned by our experience investing in Asia and our in-market knowledge working with different

public and private institutions as well as family businesses.

I look forward to the discussions ahead and the actionable steps we can take to reinforce Canada-
Asia ties through ABLAC and its extended network. With the expertise and the common vision of

collaboration in this room, I am confident we can drive impactful change and show success together.

Thank you for your support and commitment, and I look forward to meeting all of you in Singapore.

Shirley Crystal Chua

ABLAC 2024-25 Co-Chair; and Group CEO of Golden Equator



Dear Members and Guests,

As the Canadian Co-Chair of the Council, I am pleased to extend a
warm welcome to all of you from across Asia and Canada joining us
at the 2025 meeting of the Asia Business Leaders Advisory Council
(ABLAC). Our annual gathering remains a critical opportunity

to share perspectives and identify avenues for partnership and

engagement between Canada and Asia.

In the year since we last met in Vancouver, technological
advancements, geopolitical tensions, and changing global trade dynamics have continued to reshape
the way we do business and engage across borders. Against this backdrop, our role as a Council becomes

even more essential as we work to develop new channels for co-operation and collaboration.

This year’s theme, “Thriving in a Complex World: Strengthening Canadian Business and Innovation
Through Partnerships in Asia,” reflects the imperative to manage today’s uncertainties while creating

pathways for sustained prosperity between Canada and Asia. Our discussions will focus on issues including:

+ The shifting geopolitical landscape and implications for the Indo-Pacific as well as for

businesses from Canada and Asia.

« Canada’s business support ecosystem in Asia and how we could improve co-ordination among
trade organizations, chambers of commerce, government bodies, and business in support of

Brand Canada.

« Connectivity in technology, innovation, and talent ecosystems between Canada and Asia and

how to enhance it to drive sustained productivity and economic competitiveness in both regions.

Looking ahead, the uncertainty around economic growth, trade policies, and geopolitical risks makes
it more crucial than ever for Canada and Asia to collaborate on addressing shared challenges. I believe
that, together, we have the opportunity to not only navigate these challenges but also seize new

opportunities for collaboration and growth.

Once again, welcome to ABLAC 2025. I encourage you to share your insights, challenge conventional
thinking, and help identify the bold approaches that will be essential in charting a successful path

through this period of disruption and transformation.

Thank you for your continued support and engagement with the Council.

Kevin Strain

ABLAC 2024-25 Co-Chair; and President & CEO, Sun Life



On behalf of the Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada and our Board
of Directors, I am delighted to welcome you to the 2025 meeting of

the Asia Business Leaders Advisory Council.

This year, we convene once again in Singapore, a global hub of
commerce and innovation, to explore how Canada can strengthen
its economic ties in the Indo-Pacific. Our theme, “Thriving in a
Complex World: Strengthening Canadian Business and Innovation

Through Partnerships in Asia,” underscores the urgency of adapting

to shifting geopolitical landscapes, harnessing technological

advancements, and fostering resilient business models.

The first weeks of the new U.S. Administration have brought urgency to the need for all countries to
diversify their economic partnerships as a way to build resilience in an uncertain, and in places, hostile
global trade and investment environment. This is truer for Canada (and Mexico) than for any other

major economy, but it is also imperative for export-dependent economies in the Indo-Pacific region.

Over the course of our meeting, we will be discussing how business can navigate the evolving Indo-
Pacific geopolitical climate, approaches to enhance ‘Brand Canada’ and improve Canada’s business
support ecosystem, and strategies to better connect Canada-Asia innovation and talent networks to
drive productivity. We will also explore the implications of the U.S. government’s transition on the
region’s trade and supply chains, and examine the role of family-run enterprises in bridging Canada
with Asia.

At APF Canada, our in-house researchers and network of research fellows have been busy offering
initial assessments of these developments. As advance reading for our meeting, I commend to you our

growing collection of such pieces, available here.

I remain optimistic about the future of Canada-Asia engagement and the role that ABLAC members
can play in driving impactful partnerships. I encourage you to participate fully in our discussions and

leverage this platform to advance solutions that benefit people on both sides of the Pacific.

On behalf of our many stakeholders, allow me to thank you as ABLAC Members for your contributions
and your dedication to this important work.

Lastly, I would also like to thank our 2024/2025 ABLAC Co-Chairs Kevin Strain and Shirley

Crystal Chua, APF Canada’s Program Manager for ABLAC, Alexander King, and the individuals and
organizations who helped make this year’s meeting possible — in particular, our meeting partners Sun
Life, Golden Equator, Export Development Canada, and Invest in Canada, and APF Canada’s Vice-
President Operations & Partnerships, Laurel West.

Welcome again to Singapore and the 2025 ABLAC meeting - [ wish you all a smooth journey and a
pleasant and productive stay.

Jeff Nankivell

President and CEO, Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada


https://www.asiapacific.ca/spotlight-on/spotlight-trumps-trade-war-implications-canada-asia
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Sylvie Khau Jennifer May Dr. Karl Moore
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Stephen Olson Pamela Qiu Andrew Staples
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Non-Resident Fellow, Yeutter Corporate Network

Institute, and Senior Adjunct
Fellow, Pacific Forum


https://www.asiapacific.ca/about-us/speaker-ABLAC/andrew-staples
https://www.asiapacific.ca/about-us/speaker-ABLAC/stephen-olson
https://www.asiapacific.ca/about-us/speaker-ABLAC/jennifer-may
https://www.asiapacific.ca/about-us/speaker-ABLAC/kenneth-goh
https://www.international.gc.ca/country-pays/singapore-singapour/singapore-singapour-rep.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.worldfamilyofficeforum.com/speaker/sylvie-khau
https://milkeninstitute.org/events/asia-summit-2024/speakers/wayne-farmer
https://www.canada-in-asia.ca/2025-innovative-conference-speakers
https://www.asiapacific.ca/about-us/speaker-ABLAC/pamela-qiu

Paul Thoppil Stephen Toope Sara Wilshaw
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President and CEO, Canadian CEO, Two Sigma Asia-Pacific, Two President & CEO, Mitsubishi
Commercial Corporation Sigma Canada Ltd.

Jeff Nankivell Sue Paish Jan De Silva
President & CEO, Asia Pacific CEO, DIGITAL (Canada’s Digital Canada Co-Chair, Canada-ASEAN
Foundation of Canada Innovation Supercluster) Business Council

Kevin Strain Chin Hwee Tan
ABLAC 2024-25 Co-Chair; and Chairman, Energy Supply
President & CEO, Sun Life Resilience Advisory Panel, Energy

Market Authority; and Singapore
Trade Data Exchange Services
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PROGRAM

FEBRUARY 18TH, 2025 Welcome Day

4:30PM DEPARTURE Transportation from Swissotel The Stamford to Welcome Reception at
Residence of the High Commissioner of Canada in Singapore

Pickup will be at the lobby of the Swissétel The Stamford. Please arrive 5-10
minutes before departure.

5:00PM - 6:30PM Welcome Reception for ABLAC Members
and Guests

Hosted by the High Commissioner of Canada in Singapore

Venue: Residence of the High Commissioner of Canada in Singapore,
9 Swettenham Road, Singapore, 248092

Dress Code: Business Casual

6:40PM DEPARTURE Transportation from Welcome Reception to the Swissétel The Stamford



FEBRUARY 19TH, 2025 ABLAC Meeting Day

FROM 8:00AM Registration and Continental Breakfast at the Fairmont Raffles City
Convention Centre — Stamford Foyer

Welcome & Opening Remarks

INTRODUCTION:
8:30AM - 8:35AM

Jeff Nankivell
President & CEQ, Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada

WELCOME TO SINGAPORE:
8:35AM - 8:40AM

Jean-Dominique leraci

High Commissioner of Canada in Singapore

ABLAC 2025 OPENING
REMARKS:
8:40AM - 8:50AM

Kevin Strain
ABLAC 2024-25 Co-Chair; and President & CEO, Sun Life

Shirley Crystal Chua
ABLAC 2024-25 Co-Chair; and Group CEO, Golden Equator




SESSION 1
9:00AM - 10:15AM

SESSION CHAIR:

SPEAKER:

LEAD DISCUSSANTS:

The Shifting Indo-Pacific: Navigating Geopolitics
and Impacts on Business

This session explores the evolving geopolitical dynamics in the
Indo-Pacific region and their implications for Canadian and Asian
businesses. With the Indo-Pacific increasingly becoming the focal point
of global economic and political activity, the session will analyze how
shifts in power, trade policies, and security concerns are influencing
business strategies.

The discussion will also highlight the opportunities and challenges for
Canadian companies, particularly in sectors like technology, natural
resources, and energy, while addressing the risks associated with
geopolitical instability, supply chain vulnerabilities, and protectionism.

The session will focus on sharing practical insights between ABLAC
members on strategies for navigating these complex geopolitical
shifts. Key takeaways will include the importance of fostering regional
partnerships, understanding evolving trade and policy landscapes, and
building resilient business models that can adapt to an unpredictable
global environment.

Kevin Strain
ABLAC 2024-25 Co-Chair; and President & CEO, Sun Life

Andrew Staples

Founder and Principal, GeoPol Asia and Former Editorial Director,
Economist Impact, Economist Corporate Network

Chin Hwee Tan

Chairman, Singapore Trade Data Exchange Services and
Chairman - Energy Resilience Advisory Panel, Energy Market
Authority

[ \ 3 Michaela Browning

© \ ’ Partner and CEO, Asia Pacific, Brunswick Group



Bobby Kwon

President and CEO, Canadian Commercial Corporation

SUGGESTED DISCUSSION How should businesses in Canada and Asia adapt their strategies in

QUESTIONS: response to the shifting geopolitical dynamics in the Indo-Pacific region,
particularly in terms of market entry, risk management, and supply
chain decisions?

Given the evolving trade policies and the rise of protectionism in the
Indo-Pacific, what steps can companies in Canada and Asia take to
ensure continued access to key markets while minimizing the impact of
tariffs and trade restrictions?

10:15AM - 10:30AM NETWORKING COFFEE BREAK & FAMILY PHOTO

SESSION 2 Business Support Ecosystem & Brand Canada
10:30AM - 11:45AM
This session will explore ways to strengthen and co-ordinate the

critical role of business associations, chambers of commerce, the
Trade Commissioner Service, provincial offices and other Canadian
organizations to support Canadian companies in global markets.

The discussion will also investigate how to refine Canada’s national
brand message to enhance coherence and presence in key markets in
the Indo-Pacific, examine perceptions of Canada in the region, and
explore strategies for positioning Canada as an attractive business and
investment destination for partners in the Indo-Pacific.

SESSION CHAIR: Sara Wilshaw

Chief Trade Commissioner & Assistant Deputy Minister,
International Business Development, Global Affairs Canada

SPEAKER: Paul Thoppil

Indo-Pacific Trade Representative, Global Affairs Canada




LEAD DISCUSSANTS:

SUGGESTED DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS:

Goldy Hyder
President & CEO, Business Council of Canada

Kenny Lam
CEO, Two Sigma Asia-Pacific

Jan De Silva

Canada Co-Chair, Canada-ASEAN Business Council

Canada has an increasing number of government and business
organizations represented in the region: the Trade Commissioner Service,
provincial offices, chambers of commerce, business councils. How can
they work together to avoid duplication and create greater impact?

What can Canada learn from comparing its own national brand and
trade strategy to those of similar countries also competing in Asia (UK.,

Australia, U.S., Germany)?

Perceptions of Canada in the region. Are they accurate? How do they
affect Canada’s attractiveness as a business and investment destination?



LUNCHEON & SPOTLIGHT
SESSION
12:00PM - 1:30PM

HOSTED BY:

Sun Life

PANEL:
12:30PM - 1:15PM

MODERATED BY:

PANELLISTS:

U.S. Election and Implications for Trade and
Supply Chains

As the United States begins a new presidential term under the
leadership of Donald Trump, his approach to tariffs and trade will likely
continue to play a dominant role in shaping U.S.-Asia relations.

Trump’s previous administration, known for its “America First” stance,
focused on implementing tariffs on China and other trading partners
to address trade imbalances and protect American industries. With

his return to the White House, it is expected that these protectionist
measures will be expanded, potentially leading to higher tariffs on goods
from key Asian economies. This would likely increase costs for Asian
exporters, disrupt supply chains, and spur companies to reconsider
their production and trade strategies. In response, Asian countries

are likely to pursue a range of countermeasures including retaliatory
tariffs, diversifying trade partners, and seeking stronger regional trade
agreements to reduce their dependence on the U.S. market.

This session will explore how Trump’s trade policies will reshape
economic ties between the U.S. and Asia, with a focus on the potential
challenges and strategic responses from key Asian economies in the face
of new tariff pressures.

Goldy Hyder
President & CEO, Business Council of Canada

Jennifer May
Ambassador of Canada to the People’s Republic of China

Pamela Qiu

Partner & Head for Southeast Asia, Control Risks

Stephen Olson

Visiting Fellow, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies - Yusof Ishak
Institute, Visiting Lecturer/Non-Resident Fellow, Yeutter Institute,
and Senior Adjunct Fellow, Pacific Forum



GUEST PANEL
1:30PM - 2:30PM

PRESENTED BY:

NATIONAL BANK
OF CANADA

MODERATED BY:

PANELLISTS:

Bridging Canada with Asia: Global Family-
Business Perspectives

This panel brings together academic experts and business leaders to
share their views on the dynamics of family and founder-controlled
businesses. Moderated by Dr. Karl Moore, the panel will include Ms.
Sylvie Khau, who leads a third-generation family business, L'Excellence
Diamond, specializing in gem mining, wholesale, and jewelry crafting
with connections to Singapore, Cambodia, France, and Canada.
Messrs. Vincent Joli-Coeur, Wayne Farmer, and Dr. Kenneth Goh
will then discuss common challenges and opportunities faced by
multigenerational businesses. Panellists will provide insights into
how sound governance, innovation, and adaptability translate into
sustaining family business performance on both sides of the Pacific

Dr. Karl Moore

Associate Professor, Desautels Faculty of Management,
McGill University

Vincent Joli-Coeur
Chairman of Asia Pacific, National Bank of Canada

Sylvie Khau

Managing Partner, Mastery Holdings; 3rd generation business
owner of L'Excellence Diamond

Wayne Farmer

President, Canada-ASEAN Business Council; Managing Partner,
Islemount Capital Advisers

Dr. Kenneth Goh

Associate Professor of Strategy & Entrepreneurship and Academic
Director of the Business Families Institute (BFI) at Singapore
Management University (SMU)




SESSION 3
2:30PM - 3:45PM

SESSION CHAIR:

SPEAKER:

LEAD DISCUSSANT:

SUGGESTED DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS:

Innovation, Future Workforce, and Productivity

This session will focus on the role of innovation and the future
workforce for improving productivity, including how Canada can
effectively tap into cross-border innovation and talent networks with
Asia to help alleviate its productivity problem.

The discussion will highlight the importance of connecting Canadian
and Asian technology and innovation ecosystems, integrating cross-
border research and development initiatives, fostering collaboration to
leverage emerging technologies, and identifying promising sectors with
expanding market opportunities.

It will also focus on the role of international talent acquisition in the
overall context of Canadian immigration policy and discuss workforce
innovation and technology adoption to better utilize the labour force
and accelerate innovation-driven growth.

Shirley Crystal Chua
ABLAC 2024-25 Co-Chair; and Group CEO, Golden Equator

Stephen Toope

President and CEO, Canadian Institute for Advanced Research
(CIFAR)

Sue Paish
CEO, DIGITAL (Canada’s Digital Innovation Supercluster)

How can we better connect Canadian and Asian technology and
innovation ecosystems and hubs?

What are the most promising avenues for technology and workforce
innovation as a driver of labour productivity?

How should Canada approach international talent acquisition to
accelerate innovation-driven growth, particularly in the current context
of Canadian immigration policy?



3:45PM - 4:00PM

HEALTH BREAK

4:00PM - 4:45PM

MODERATED BY:

5:30PM

ABLAC Governance Session
(ABLAC Members Only)

Kevin Strain
ABLAC 2024-25 Co-Chair; and President & CEO, Sun Life

Canada-in-Asia Conference Welcome Reception
Open to All ABLAC Members & Guests

All ABLAC members & guests are invited to the welcome reception

for the Canada-in-Asia Conference (CIAC 2025), which will take place
immediately after ABLAC 2025. This crossover reception will offer

ABLAC members and guests an additional opportunity to network with
a broader group of Canada-connected stakeholders.

The conference program is available separately on the CIAC website.


https://www.canada-in-asia.ca/

WITH REGRETS

CANADA

Dominic Barton

Honorary Chair Emeritus of ABLAC;
Chair, Rio Tinto

Murad Al-Katib

President & CEO, AGT Food and
Ingredients Inc.

Lisa Baiton

CEO, Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers

Stewart Beck

Former President & CEQO, Asia Pacific
Foundation of Canada

Marc-André Blanchard

Executive Vice-President & Head of
CDPQ Global and Global Head of
Sustainability, CDPQ

Olivier Desmarais
Chairman & CEO, Power Sustainable

Janice Fukakusa

Chancellor, Toronto Metropolitan
University

Gordon Fyfe

CEO & CIO, British Columbia Investment
Management Corporation (BCI)

Tim Gitzel
President & CEO, Cameco Corp.

Roy Gori
President and CEO, Manulife Financial

Suyi Kim
Senior Managing Director & Global Head
of Private Equity, CPP Investments

Don Lindsay

Chair, Manulife; Former President &
CEO, Teck Resources
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Mark Machin

Founder and Managing Partner, Intrepid
Growth Strategies; Former President &
CEO, CPP Investments

Susannah Pierce
President & Country Chair, Shell Canada

Jonathan Price
CEOQO, Teck Resources

Michael Rolland

Former President & COQ, Asia-Pacific,
OMERS

lan Smith

CEO, Clearwater Seafoods Limited
Partnership

Mark Wiseman

Senior Advisor and Chair of Canada,
Lazard



ASIA
Muhamad Chatib Basri

Co-Founder & Senior Partner, CReco
Research (Indonesia)

Hari Bhartia

Founder & Co-Chairman, Jubilant
Bhartia Group (India)

Tim Dattels

Senior Advisor; Former Partner, TPG, &
Managing Partner of TPG Asia (Hong Kong)

Joseph Fung

Managing Partner, Saltagen Ventures
(Hong Kong)

Doris Ho

President & CEO, Magsaysay Group of
Companies (Philippines)

Winston Leong

Fontana Enterprises Ltd. (Hong Kong)

Shan Li

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer,
Silk Road Financing Corporation (China)

Veronica Lukito

CEO & Managing Director, Ancora
Capital Management (Indonesia)

Dr. Cong Phan

Chairman, UniBrands (Vietnam)

Abanti Sankaranarayanan

Chief Group Public Affairs Officer &
Member of the Group Executive Board,
Mahindra Group (India)

Shunichi Shibanuma

President and Representative Director,
SIGMAXYZ (Japan)

Dieter Turowski

Chairman of Asia-Pacific Investment
Banking, Morgan Stanley (Hong Kong)

Yukako Uchinaga

Chair, Japan Women’s Innovative
Network; President & CEO, Globalization
Research Institute (Japan)

Diane Wang
Founder & CEO, DHgate.com (China)

Jennifer Westacott AO

Chancellor of Western Sydney University;
Former CEO, Business Council of

Australia (Australia)

John Witt

Group Managing Director, Jardine
Matheson Holdings Limited (Hong Kong)

Dr. Songyee Yoon

President and Chief Strategy Officer,
NCSOFT; Chief Executive Officer,
NCWEST (South Korea)

For a full list of our current ABLAC members, please visit our website.
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https://www.asiapacific.ca/networks/ablac

ASIA PACIFIC
FOUNDATION
OF CANADA

FONDATION
ASIE PACIFIQUE
DU CANADA

The Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada (APF Canada) is an independent,

not-for-profit organization focused on Canada’s relations with Asia. Our
mission is to be Canada’s catalyst for engagement with Asia and Asia’s bridge

to Canada.

APF Canada is dedicated to strengthening ties between Canada and Asia
through its research, education, and convening activities, such as the
Canada-in-Asia Conference series, our Women’s Business Missions to Asia,
and the APEC-Canada Growing Business Partnership project fostering
sustainable inclusive growth and poverty reduction. APF Canada also works
with business, government, and academic stakeholders to provide Asia

Competency training for Canadian organizations and students.

Our research provides high-quality, relevant, and timely information,
insights, and perspectives on Canada-Asia relations for Canadians and
stakeholders across the Asia Pacific. Our research work also includes regular
Insights, Dispatches, Reports & Policy Briefs, Strategic Reflections, Case

Studies, Explainers, and a weekly Asia Watch tracking the latest news on Asia

Visit our Website

that matters to Canada.
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https://www.asiapacific.ca/



http://www.facebook.com/asiapacificfoundationofcanada
https://www.instagram.com/asiapacificfoundation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/522469/
http://twitter.com/AsiaPacificFdn
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkieSwux1pmkNv2hvUsXjKg



