
 
 

India Canada Research Initiative  
 

Canada-India Conclave: Navigating a New Chapter in Bilateral Relations 
Date: November 26, 2025 

Time:  1700 – 2030 hrs 
Venue: Tamarind Room, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi 

 
Flow of events 
 
1700 – 1705 – Welcome remarks by Amb. Ajay Bisaria (Chair, ICRI, CSDR) 
 
1705 – 1710 – Welcome remarks by Vina Nadjibulla (Vice-President, Research & Strategy, Asia 
Pacific Foundation of Canada) 
 
1710 – 1720 – Keynote Address by Shri Periasamy Kumaran (Secretary (East), Ministry of 
External AZairs, Government of India) 
 
1720 – 1730 – Keynote Address by Mr. Christopher Cooter (High Commissioner of Canada to 
India) 
 
1730 - 1800 – High Tea 
 
1800 - 1930 – Panel Discussion 
 
Theme: Building Economic Resilience Through Technology and Innovation: India-Canada 
Pathways Forward 
As India and Canada navigate a complex global landscape, their resilient partnership 
continues to expand across trade, technology, and innovation, with two-way trade in goods and 
services reaching $30.9 billion in 2024. Following the October 2025 Canada-India joint 
statement, the two countries have charted an ambitious roadmap that brings together trade 
diversification, investment, energy cooperation, and technology partnerships. This momentum 
could be harnessed to support joint innovations in artificial intelligence, clean technologies, 
advanced manufacturing, aerospace, and sustainable infrastructure. Amid global 
disruptions—supply chain vulnerabilities, geopolitical tensions, and climate challenges—this 
panel explores how both nations can leverage their complementary strengths and 
collaborative frameworks to accelerate innovation, strengthen economic ties, and foster 
inclusive growth. 
 
Questions for Panellists: 

1. How can India and Canada leverage their October 2025 roadmap to diversify supply 
chains and accelerate innovation in clean technologies, AI, semiconductors, 
aerospace, and advanced manufacturing? 

2. What role should the resumption of free trade agreement negotiations play in bolstering 
bilateral economic security and facilitating technology cooperation? 

https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2025/10/canada-india-joint-statement-renewing-momentum-towards-a-stronger-partnership.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2025/10/canada-india-joint-statement-renewing-momentum-towards-a-stronger-partnership.html


 
 

3. How can joint programs address shared global challenges, such as climate change, 
while strengthening economic stability through investments in energy and agriculture? 

4. What strategies should be implemented to expand university partnerships and research 
initiatives in emerging fields, such as AI, aerospace, and biotechnology, between the 
two nations? 

5. How do people-to-people ties, including talent mobility and public safety 
collaborations, support long-term resilience in economic and innovation partnerships? 

 
Panellists: 
 
Indian: 

Nadira Hamid (CEO, Indo Canadian Business Chamber) 

Dr. Prachi Kaul (Director, Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute) 
Deepak Bagla (Mission Director, Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog, Government of India) 
 
Canadian: 
Trevor Kennedy (Vice President, Asia-Pacific, Business Council of Canada) 
Nadir Patel (Former High Commissioner of Canada to India) 
 
 
Moderator: Ms. Vina Nadjibulla (Vice-President of Research & Strategy, Asia Pacific 
Foundation of Canada) 

 
 
1930 – 1940 – Closing remarks, Dr. Happymon Jacob (Founder & Director CSDR) 
 
1940 - 2030 – Dinner and Drinks 
 

http://linkedin.com/in/nadira-hamid-214041b0
http://linkedin.com/in/prachi-kaul-90876a22
https://aim.gov.in/mission-director.php
https://www.linkedin.com/in/trevor-kennedy-8546848a/?originalSubdomain=jp
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nadir-patel-07aa4420/?originalSubdomain=ca
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Program 
 

Official Proceedings 

17:00 – 17:05 Welcome remarks – Amb. Ajay Bisaria, Chair, ICRI, CSDR (5 mins) 

17:05 – 17:10 Welcome remarks – Vina Nadjibulla, Vice-President, Research & Strategy, 
APFC (5 mins) 

17:10 – 17:20 Keynote Address – Shri Periasamy Kumaran, Secretary (East), Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India (10 mins) 

17:20 – 17:30 Keynote Address – His Excellency Mr. Christopher Cooter, High 
Commissioner of Canada to India (10 mins) 

17:30 – 18:00  High Tea 

18:00 - 19:30 

(1hr 30 mins) 

Panel: Building Economic Resilience Through Technology and Innovation: 
India-Canada Pathways Forward 

●​ Opening remarks 

○​ Opening remarks by Moderator: 5 mins 

○​ Opening remarks by each Panellist: 7-8 mins 

●​ Moderated discussion & Audience Q&A: 35 mins 

●​ Closing remarks: 10 mins 

19:30 – 19:40 Closing remarks – Dr. Happymon Jacob, Founder & Director, CSDR (10 
mins) 

19:40 – 20:30 Dinner and Drinks 

 



Organization Title First name Last name Designation
1 CSDR Capt.

Sarabjeet 
Singh Parmar Distinguished Fellow

2 CSDR Lt. Gen Sanjay Verma Distinguished Fellow
3

Saskatchewan 
Government Mr. Harish Vaidyanathan

Trade Commissioner, Government 
of Saskatchewan

4 JNU CCUSLAS Dr. Sneha Bhagat Assistant Professor
5 JNU Ms. Radhika Gupta

Research Candidate specializing in 
Canadian Studies

6 JNU Mr. Akash Kumar 
Research Candidate focusing on 
Science and Technology Diplomacy

7 APF Canada Dr. Kumari Mansi
APF Canada Indo-Pacific Research 
Fellow

8 EditorJi (formerly ndtv) Mr. Vikram Chandra (Senior Journalist)
9 The Hindu Mr. Varghese George Resident Editor

10 Indian Express Mr. Shubhajit Roy Journalist: Foreign Affairs
11 The Print Mr. Keshav Padmanabhan Principle Correspondent
12 Arab News Mr. Sanjay Kumar Correspondent 
13 ABPNews Ms. Nayanima Basu

Editor - Foreign Affairs, Strategy 
and National Security

14 StratNews Global Mr. Ashwin Ahmad Opinion Editor
15 Ms. Smita Sharma Independent Multimedia Journalist
16 Ex-Amb Amb. Rajiv Bhatia
17 Ex-Amb Amb. Arun Singh

Non-Resident Senior Fellow, 
Carnegie Endowment for 

18
Chintan Research 
Foundation Dr. Monish Tourangbam

Strategic analyst & honorary 
Director 

19
Chintan Research 
Foundation Dr. Indrani Talukdar Fellow

20 ORF Dr. Vivek Mishra
Fellow, Strategic Studies 
Programme 

21 ORF Mr. Kalpit A Mankikar
Fellow, Strategic Studies 
Programme

22 ORF Mr. Prateek Tripathi Junior Fellow
23 Carnegie India Mr. Dinakar Peri Fellow, Security Studies
24

Asia Society Policy 
Institute Mr. Rahul Jaybhay Research Analyst

25
Digital India 
Foundation Mr. Aakash Guglani Policy Manager

26 BRIEF Mr. Samit Chakraborty Project Manager
27 JNU Prof. Amita Batra Professor of Economics
28 O.P. Jindal Prof. Elizabeth Roche Associate Professor, JSIA
29 OP Jindal Prof. Gitanjali Sinha Roy Assistant Professor
30 Shiv Nadar Dr. Kapil Patil 
31 SAU Dr. Dhananjay Tripathi Associate Professor



32 CSDR Mr. Shiv Sahai Distinguished Fellow
33 CEEW Ms. Aarathi Srinivasan Programme Associate
34 CEEW Ms. Neerja Kulkarni Research Analyst
35 CEEW Dr. Ankur Srivastava

Programme Lead in the Power 
Markets team

36 Uber Mr. Sanjay Chadha
Former Additional Secretary of the 
Department of Commerce

37 Carnegie India Mr. Konark Bhandari
38 Lithuania Ms. Kristina Brazevic Economic Counselor
39

Public Affairs Forum of 
India (PAFI) Mr. Ajay Khanna

40 NMF Ms. Anuttama        Banerji Research Associate
41 Geostrata Harjeet Singh Research Assistant
42 Geostrata Guncha Shandilya Associate Researcher
43 Invest India Mr. Arjun Shiv Assistant Vice President
44 Invest India Mr. Angad Punia Senior Investment Specialist 
45 ICWA Mr. Aman Kumar Research Associate 
46 O.P. Jindal Dr. Sriparna Pathak Associate Professor, JSIA
47

International Trade and 
Chief Trade Ms. Sara Wilshaw Senior Assistant Deputy Minister

48 Mr. Ed Jager Senior Trade Commissioner
49

Natural Resources 
Canada Mr. Jeff Biggs Senior Director

50
Natural Resources 
Canada Mr. Justin Lau

51 Government of Quebec Mr. Francis Paradis
52 Ontario Government Mr. Kapil Malhotra

Senior Commercial Officer / Trade 
Commissioner-Ontario 

53
Saskatchewan 
Government Mr. Scott Matthies Managing Director

54 Government of Ontario Mr. Haranjan Jan Singh Senior Economic Officer to India
55 Government of Alberta Mr. John McDonald

Managing Director, Singapore 
Office, Indo-Pacific Hub

56 NatStrat Dr. Raj Sharma Senior Research Fellow
57 NatStrat Mr. Harshit Sharma Research Assistant

58
Australian High 
Commission Ms. Shaheli Das Senior Research Officer

59 Mr. Rahul Batra
Technology & Geopolitics (Digital, 
Information)

60 JNU Mr. Somnath
61 Independent Mr. Gaurav Dutta Independent Researcher



62 NSS Mr. Suraj Yadav Geopolitical Risk Analyst
63 TIES Ms. Smiti Iyer Research Associate

64
Proactive Data 
Systems Pvt Ltd Ms. Aashna Suri In House Legal Counsel

65 Independent Mr. Monojit Das Research Scholar
66 RIS Mr. Pratyush Sharma Consultant

67
Ministry of External 
Affairs Mr. Mahaveer Singhvi

Joint Secretary (New, Emerging 
and Strategic Technologies)

68 APCO Worldwide Mr. Atul Kumar Singh Senior Associate Director
69 NatStrat Mr. Siddhant Hira Senior Research Associate
70 GeoSynthesis Mr. Binay Gupta Founder

71

MY 
BHARAT(NYKS)MOYAS
, Govt. Of India Mr. Gopal chandra Ojha Retied Deputy Director

72 NRDC INDIA Mr. Khalid Abbas Khan Secretary to Country Director
73 Russian Embassy Mr. Pavel Yakushev Second Secretary
74 School of thoughts Ms. Barna Khanam Researcher

75
Jawaharlal Nehru 
University Mr. Abhijitha Singh PhD Candidate

76
Bluekraft Digital 
Foundation Mr. Gaurav Goel Principal Associate

77 Geojuristoday Mr.
Yash 
Bhargava Bhargava Gelf fellow

78

MMAJ Academy of 
International 
Studies,JAMIA MILLIA 
ISLAMIA UNIVERSITY Mr. AZEEM AHMAD Research Scholar

79

MMAJ Academy of 
International Studies , 
Jamia Millia Islamia Ms. Anshika Chauhan Student

80

Organisation for 
Research on China 
and Asia ORCA Mr. Ashutosh Gupta Research Intern



81
Jawaharlal Nehru 
University Ms. Alfiya Khursheed Student

82
Jawaharlal Nehru 
University Ms. Ankita Dwivedi Student

83 JNU Mr. Vikas Manda Student
84 JNU Mr. Abhinava Pandey Student
85 Veltrix Consulting Mr. Sudhanshu Aggarwal CEO
86 DU Mr. Rohit Kunal Scholar
87 DU Mr. Yash Noonia Scholar

88
India Institute of Mass 
Communication Ms. Natasha Sah Student

89 Amity Ms. Bhasvati P Dutta PhD Scholar
90 Amity Dr. Shubham Verma Assistant Professor
91 JNU Mr. Suresh Kumar Scholar
92 JNU Mr. Udhit Narayan Jasyal Student
93 Jnu Mr. Atul Sharma Student
94 DU Mr. Sonu Singh Maravi Law Student
95 JMI Mr. Bhat Yaqoob Shafi Student
96 Lawyer Mr. Ishan Jayant Tewari Lawyer
97 DU Mr. Pintoo Kumar Student
98 JMI Mr. Pushkar Kumar Joint Secretary
99 CAMPUS LAW CENTRE, DUMr. ABHISHEK ABHISHEK STUDENT

100 JNU Mr. Sudhanshu Kumar Researcher

101 DIPLOMATIC THREADS Mr. Arpit Raj FOUNDER

102
Center For Integrated 
and Holistic Studies Mr. Vivek Raina Manager

103 JNU Mr. Arjan singh MA Student
104 JNU Mr. rajat Biswakarma Phd Scholar
105 CPRG Ms. simran saini research intern

106
Smart Cities 
Development Board Mr. Rajiv Saxena Thought Leader

107 Intertech Corporation Mr. Raghubir Banwala Executive Director


